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Cover image: Today's volcanic regions, both at the Earth's surface and undersea (hydrothermal vents), are natural
simulations of what the early Earth was like at the time of life's origin. This photograph shows one such region:
Bumpass Hell on the flank of Mt. Lassen, Northern California. The colourful surfaces are largely composed of
clay-like minerals, and the ponds are hot (~90 °C) and very acidic (pH 2.7) due to oxidized forms of sulphur that
produce sulphuric acid in the water.

